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SENATE BI LL 5443

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Horn, Wod, Jacobsen, Kohl, Prince, Bauer, West,
Fi nkbei ner, Shel don and Rasnussen

Read first time 01/27/97. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the advanced technol ogy research initiative;
adding a new chapter to Title 28B RCW creating a new section; and
maki ng appropri ations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. This chapter shall be known and cited as the
advanced technol ogy research initiative.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The | egislature recognizes the economc
devel opment value of this state’'s research universities in creating
intellectual property of potential comrercial significance and the
i nportance of transferring intellectual property to the private sector
in accordance wth the federal Bayh-Dol e act of 1980, where it provides
a foundation for creation of new businesses and new jobs. It is a
priority of this state to require universities to expand commercia
research activities to serve the vital public purpose of creating
future enploynment opportunities in the state.

The legislature finds that high-paying, high-skilled jobs in the
twenty-first century will be in advanced technol ogy: Resear ch,
devel opnment, and manufacturing. Advanced technol ogy research affords
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educational opportunities for project partnerships for Washington
students that results in a skilled work force for Washington

busi nesses. Research w |l enhance opportunities at the Spokane
Research and Technol ogy I nstitute, at the Washi ngton Technol ogy Center,
and at the Wshington Research Foundation. The public research

universities inthis state have trenendous value in creating the future
know edge- based econony.

The legislature further finds that there 1is considerable
conpetition anong states for advanced technol ogy research initiatives
and federal grant funds and that intellectual property licensing and
contracting provides funding for universities. It is the intent of the
state to leverage its investnent to attract federal research funds and
i ndustrial project funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The purpose of this chapter is to enhance
the environment for advanced technology and to stinulate greater
economc vitality in Washi ngton state. Nunerous studi es have concl uded
that greater collaboration between governnent, research universities,
and the private sector wll be an essential feature of successful
regi onal economics in the next century. In particular, the role of
maj or research universities in creating, di ssem nati ng, and
transferring new technol ogies to various industries wll be essential
for strong economic growh within the state. Therefore, strategic
state investnents are required to stinulate advanced technol ogy
research initiatives at the University of Wshington and WAshi ngton
State University that create the growth of new industries, provide new
applications of advanced technology to existing industries, and foster
the creation of high-wage | obs.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. Unless the context clearly requires
otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Advanced technol ogy" includes the follow ng:

(a) "Advanced conputing” neans technol ogi es used in the designing
and developing of conputing hardware and software, i ncl udi ng
i nnovations in designing the full spectrum of hardware from hand-held
cal cul ators to super conputers, and peripheral equi pnent.

(b) "Advanced material s" neans materials with engi neered properties
creat ed t hrough the devel opnent of specialized processi ng and synt hesi s

SB 5443 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NNRRRRRRRRPR R
A W NPEFEP O OOONO OO WDNPEFE O

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

technol ogy, including ceramcs, high value-added netals, electronic
materials, conposites, polyners, and biomateri al s.

(c) "Biotechnol ogy" neans the application of technol ogies, such as
reconbi nant DNA techniques, biochem stry, nolecular and cellular
bi ol ogy, genetics and genetic engi neering, cell fusion techniques, and
new bi oprocesses, using living organisnms, or parts of organisns, to
produce or nodify products, to inprove plants or animals, to devel op
m croorganisns for specific uses, to identify targets for snal
nol ecul e pharmaceuti cal devel opnent, or to transformbi ol ogi cal systens
into useful processes and products or to develop m croorgani sns for
speci fic uses.

(d) "Electronic device technol ogy" neans technol ogies involving
m croel ect roni cs; sem conduct or s; el ectronic equi pment and
i nstrunent ati on; radi o frequency, m crowave, and mllinmeter
el ectronics; optical and optic-electrical devices; and data and digital
comruni cations and i magi ng devi ces.

(e) "Environnmental technol ogy" neans assessnent and prevention of
threats or damage to hunman health or the environnment, environnmental
cl eanup, and the devel opnent of alternative energy sources.

(2) "Advanced technol ogy research initiative" nmeans an
internationally recognized research effort with a high potential to
develop intellectual property of commercial significance.

(3) "Research university" neans the University of Wshi ngton and
Washi ngton State University.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. (1) The University of Wshington and
Washi ngton State University shall each recruit new advanced technol ogy
research initiatives and provide matching dollars for new federa
research grant opportunities.

(2) As wused in this section, an advanced technology research
initiative refers to a research group headed by a senior, ful
pr of essor who:

(a) Has engaged in internationally known advanced technol ogy
research;

(b) Has the ability to recruit at |least two junior faculty nenbers
to assist in his or her research;

(c) I's well-established at an existing research entity;

(d) Places a high priority and enphasis on the devel opnent of
intellectual property of commercial significance;
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(e) Has strong, established links to private industry;

(f) Has a proven ability to secure grant funds over tine; and

(g) Has the potential to enhance the devel opment of jobs.

(3) Initially, each advanced technol ogy research initiative shal
have one full professor and two associ ate professors who have proven
and internationally recognized research credentials in an area of
advanced t echnol ogy. A gl obal search shall be conducted to attract the
hi ghest cal i ber applicants.

(4) Funds received under this chapter shall be targeted toward
enhanci ng the devel opnent of existing or energi ng Washi ngt on advanced
technol ogy industries, including but not I|imted to aerospace,
agriculture, animal science, bionedical devices, biotechnol ogy,
envi ronnment al science, forest products, international trade, materi al
science, mcro-electronics, pharmaceuticals, plant science, software,
t el ecommuni cati ons, and veterinary nedicine.

(5) Matching state dollars for new federal grant initiatives are
increasingly required by federal agencies such as the national science
foundation and the national institutes of health. Funds received for
the purposes of this chapter shall be used solely to help obtain new
grants and contracts that facilitate the developnment of specific
Washi ngton i ndustries. Funds received for the purposes of this chapter
shal |l not replace |ost federal dollars for existing university grants
or contracts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Each research university is responsible
for providing facilities, infrastructure, and ot her support necessary
for the ongoing success of the advanced technology research
initiatives.

(2) The research universities are encouraged to seek private sector
contributions to assist in the success of advanced technol ogy research
initiatives.

(3) The research universities, in collaboration with research
faculty, shall actively and aggressively solicit federal grant funding
for advanced technol ogy research initiatives.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The University of Washi ngton and Washi ngt on
State University shall each establish an advanced technol ogy advi sory
commttee. A mpjority of the nenbers of the conmttee shall be from
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private industry. The commttee shall advise each institution on
i npl enmenting this chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. The University of Washi ngton and Washi ngt on
State University shall each report to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature by January 1, 1999, on their progress in inplenenting this
chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28B RCW

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10. (1) The sum of one mllion five hundred
thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998, fromthe general
fund to the University of Washi ngton for advanced technol ogy research
initiatives.

(2) The sum of one mllion five hundred thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the University of
Washi ngton for advanced technol ogy research initiatives.

(3) The sum of one mllion five hundred thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1998, from the general fund to the University of
Washi ngton for matching dollars for federal research grant
opportunities described in section 5 of this act.

(4) The sum of one mllion five hundred thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the University of
Washi ngton for matching dollars for f eder al research grant
opportunities described in section 5 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. (1) The sumof one mllion dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1998, from the general fund to Washington State
University for advanced technol ogy research initiatives.

(2) The sum of one mllion dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999,
from the general fund to Washington State University for advanced
technol ogy research initiatives.
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(3) The sumof five hundred thousand dol |l ars, or as nuch t hereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1998, fromthe general fund to Washington State University for matching
dollars for federal research grant opportunities described in section
5 of this act.

(4) The sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1999, fromthe general fund to Washington State University for matching
dollars for federal research grant opportunities described in section
5 of this act.

~-- END ---
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